
Sociology Distance Learning Packet Phase 3 

Teacher: Teacher’s Email School: 

Virtual Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m. & 1:00 p.m.- 3:00 p.m. Conference Call Dial-in Number: Contact for info Dial-in Access Code: Contact for info 

Online Meeting URL:  Online Meeting ID 

*Please note that the last day for Seniors to submit assignments is May 15th.  All Seniors will be exempt from completing any Distance Learning

assignments for May 14-May 22.  Assignments for all Distance Learning must be submitted (digitally on Schoology or paper packets to schools) no later

than May 15th for Seniors. Details about the process for submitting packets to individual schools will be communicated by building administrators

following a district-wide announcement from Merry Glenne Piccolino.
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Standard: NSS Domains 1-4 
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work on chosen project or 
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contact your individual teacher for 
questions regarding packets. 
Check your teachers’ web pages, 
your school email and acpsd.net 
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for more information. 

Standard: NSS Domains 1-4 

Learning Tasks: Students should 
work on chosen project or 
projects to achieve 200 points 

Communication: Be sure to 
contact your individual teacher for 
questions regarding packets. 
Check your teachers’ web pages, 
your school email and acpsd.net 
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Sociological Imagination 

Letter to Future Students (50 Points) 

Write a letter to students in the future 100 years from now, explaining what your everyday life is like in 

sociological terms. In your letter, please describe your personal experiences through contemporary 

cultural and social forces that shape your life. Be sure to explain how these items explain what your 

lives are like today. 

In the letter, be sure to explain what you feel are the most important aspects of: 

• Your daily life: Whom do you see? What do you do?

• Quality of life: Whose lives are doing well? Whose are not?

• What social institutions are important in shaping individuals’ lives?

• What are some of the most significant social issues facing people today? You may wish to

address health, technology, employment, environment, economics, politics, education, war, or

living conditions.

• What is your generation’s legacy for these future students?

Reflection: Which theory or theories above make most sense to you in understanding social life? 

Sociological Imagination 
Time Capsule for Future Students (50 points) 

Generate a list of items and a brief greeting in a time capsule for students in the future 100 years 

from now, explaining what your everyday lives are like in sociological terms. In your time capsule 

greeting, please explain the significance of the items you have included to help explain your 

personal experiences through contemporary cultural and social forces that shape your life. Be sure to 

explain how these items explain what your lives are like today. 

What 10 items will you include in your time capsule? 

In your brief greeting, explain the significance of these items in explaining your everyday lives. 

Reflection: As a whole, how well do you feel these items capture the significance of the social forces 

that shape your everyday lives? Are there items that were not included that should have been? What 

are they and why are they significant? 

Material and Nonmaterial Culture (100 Points) 
Greetings, aliens from outer space! 

Understanding material and nonmaterial culture requires you to be able to distinguish the two and to think 

critically about the beliefs and value systems reflected in material objects. 



This lesson asks you to work in small groups to imagine you are the leaders tasked with peacefully greeting 

aliens from outer space visiting earth for the first time. As part of your task, you are required to present the 

aliens with 10 material objects that demonstrate that your society is good, kind, and peaceful and means no 

harm. 

In your peaceful greeting, please explain the significance of the material objects you have included. Be sure 

to explain to the aliens the cultural idea, belief, or system each object represents. You may benefit from 

thinking in opposites to generate this list. 

What 10 items will you include as part of your peaceful greeting to the outer space aliens? What does each 

object represent (specifically, in nonmaterial culture)? 

1. Item #1:   What does this object 

represent in nonmaterial culture?     

2. Item #2:   What does this object 

represent in nonmaterial culture?     

3. Item #3:   What does this object 

represent in nonmaterial culture?     

4. Item #4:   What does this object 

represent in nonmaterial culture?     

5. Item #5:   What does this object 

represent in nonmaterial culture?     

6. Item #6:   What does this object 

represent in nonmaterial culture?     

7. Item #7:   What does this object 

represent in nonmaterial culture?     

8. Item #8:   What does this object 

represent in nonmaterial culture?     

9. Item #9:   What does this object 

represent in nonmaterial culture?     

10. Item #10:   What does this object 

represent in nonmaterial culture?     

 

Media (50 points) 

This lesson calls for you to develop your theoretical competency and critical visual literacy by analyzing 

examples of advertising that encourages audiences to purchase a luxury retail item. 

 

1. Advertisement:    

2. Luxury retail brand:    

3. Using your example above, ask the following questions using each theory. Be sure to answer each question 

and provide specific examples if possible. 

Structural-functionalism: 



• What is the manifest function of the ad? (i.e., what is the ad selling?) 

• What is the latent function of the ad? (i.e., what is the ad really selling? A lifestyle? Status?) • How 

does the ad accomplish this? Conflict theory: 

• What type of advertisement is your example? (e.g., print, digital, sponsored content) 

• On what platform is the advertisement found? (e.g., traditional media, new media, social media) 

• Whom does the ad target? Whom does the ad represent? How do they relate? 

• Is the advertisement open about being an advertisement, or is it difficult to discern if it is a form of 

news, editorial, or information from a friend or acquaintance? What purpose does this strategy 

serve? 

Symbolic interactionism: 

• What ideals are represented within the advertisement? (e.g., love, wealth, professionalism, freedom, 

sex) 

• What values, norms, or systems does the ad represent or reinforce? 

• If values or norms are violated within the advertisement, what meanings are conveyed? 

4. How does the advertisement’s media platform affect its success in influencing audiences to purchase its 

item? 

 

Disaster (25 Points) 
Read the selection. Answer the questions at the end of the reading. 

 
Your cruise ship sinks during a terrible typhoon while taking a cruise around the world. The exact location 

of your ship at the time of the accident is unknown because of the damage done to the ship during the storm. 

Your location is somewhere off the coast of a very remote chain of South Sea islands. Only two hundred and 

fifty of the one thousand passengers successfully launch the lifeboats before the cruise ship sinks. Once your 

group makes it to the island, you discover that the lifeboats contain some supplies such as medicine, food, and 

water, but there is no communication system. The food supply is not sufficient to survive on for long. Some 

foodstuffs, such as oranges, pineapples, and bread fruit, grow on the island, but these supplies are limited. As a 

result, your group must devise a plan for rationing the food. In addition, other survivors are reporting that the 

ship’s crew may not have transmitted a distress message about the sinking, so your status may not be known to 

the outside world. Your problems are compounded by the fact that none of the crew survived the sinking. As a 

consequence, the survivors must organize in order for the whole group to endure this hardship. As a group you 

must answer the following questions: 

 
1. Who will be leader? 

2. How will rules be made? 

3. Who will enforce the rules? 

4. How will punishment be imposed? 

5. Who will impose the punishment? 

6. Who will work? Who will supervise? 

 

 

 

 

Globalization (50 points) 



Choose an item from your room. Research your item to answer the following questions. 

1. What is your item? 

2. Who made the material for your item (e.g., people, machines, robots)? 

3. Who constructed, made, or assembled the material for your item? 

4. Where was your item made? What are the wages, labor conditions, and labor regulations in that nation? 

5. Who distributes, brands, and sells the item? What are the wages, labor conditions, and regulations for 

individuals who do this work? 

6. What are the “costs” associated with items produced through globalization? Who bears these costs? 

7. Where does your item go after you are done with it? 



Personal Life Shield (100 Points) 

 
Answer each of the following questions by drawing in the appropriate area on your life shield a 

picture, design, or symbol. Words may be used if you do not wish to draw. 

1. What do you regard as your greatest personal achievement to date? 

2. What do you regard as your family’s greatest achievement? 

3. What is the one thing that other people can do to make you happy? 

4. What do you regard as your greatest personal failure to date? 

5. What would you do if you had one year to live and were guaranteed success in whatever you 

attempted? 

6. What three things would you most like to have said about you if you died today? 



 

 

My Life Shield 

 
 
 



Agents of Socialization (100 Points) 
Create a poster based on an agent of socialization of your choice using markers, paper, 

magazines, or any other creative material. 

 

Guidelines for the poster: 

• Name of the agent of socialization at the top 

• A definition of socialization created by your group (not from a book!) 

• Images that symbolize your agent of socialization 

• Description of how people are socialized by this agent 

• One or more examples of how this agent teaches values, beliefs, and attitudes in 

society 

Stages of the life course that are affected by this agent of socialization 

 

 

 
 

Poverty (50 Points) 
Create a monthly budget based on the federal poverty level (FPL) in the United States. Follow 

the steps below. 

1. Research the federal poverty level (FPL) in the United States for a family of four. 

2. Using that number, calculate how much money you will have per month to build a 

monthly budget to support your family of four. 

3. Work in groups to research the average monthly costs in your area for the items in the 

table below. 

4. Create a monthly budget to cover the costs. 
 

Federal poverty level (FPL):  per year / 12 months =  per month 

Item Average Monthly Cost Your Monthly Budget 

Taxes   

Rent   

Food (groceries)   

Food (restaurants)   

Utilities (electricity, water, sewer, gas 

or oil, telephone, internet, cable, etc.) 

  



Health insurance   

Transportation (car payment, car 

insurance, gasoline) 

  

Daycare for one child under the age of 

five 

  

Credit card bills   

Student loan payment   

Pet care   

Personal care (clothing, toiletries, other 

household items) 

  

Savings   

Total:   

Monthly surplus or shortage:    

 


